
Through Executive Decree 42353 MGP-H-S, Costa Rica has modified Article 5 of 
Executive Decree 42238-MP-S of 17 March 2020, to establish a pilot program 
with Panama to allow international drivers to transport goods between both 
countries. According to the decree, its objective is to constantly monitor the 
international drivers and avoid the spread of COVID-19. The decree went into 
effect on 22 May 2020.

Executive Decree 42353-MGP-S authorizes international drivers to enter and 
exit Costa Rica’s national territory by land, air and sea under a health and safety 
protocol that allows goods to be moved to duly authorized places. The decree 
allows international drivers who transport goods by land to enter the national 
territory only at land border posts that have the operational capacity as defined 
by the competent authorities.

Additionally, the decree permits international drivers that enter the national 
territory to transport goods between the north and south border ports. The 
decree also allows international drivers who drive trucks to transport goods to 
travel through Costa Rica without goods if they are returning to their country 
of origin.
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If the international driver is not transporting goods, the 
decree authorizes the driver to enter the national territory to 
go to one of the customs warehouses temporarily authorized 
by the General Directorate of Customs. International drivers 
who do not require use of customs warehouses can be 
authorized to enter the national territory and must remain 
in the customs territories (i.e., the area where customs 
operations take place) of Peñas Blancas, Paso Canoas, 
Las Tablillas and Sixaola only to carry out the logistical 
operations allowed by the General Directorate of Customs.

Foreign individuals who are employees of international land 
transportation companies will be issued a mandatory health 
order with which they must comply during their stay in Costa 
Rica. They also will have to follow the guidelines previously 
established by the Ministry of Health to stop the spread of 
COVID-19.
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