
Costa Rica’s President and the Minister of Finance published in the official 
gazette, La Gaceta, “Regulation on the Selection Criteria of People, Goods, 
Sectors, Auxiliaries of the Customs Public Function, Procedures and Customs 
Operations Subject to Customs Control,” which updates the selection criteria 
for determining which people and items will be subject to customs control. 
The regulation went into effect on 16 November 2020.

Background
The Regulations of the General Customs Law establish that it is the 
responsibility of the Risk Management Directorate to establish the annual 
inspection plan for approval by the General Directorate of Customs.

In accordance with report DFOE-SAF-IF-00007-2018 of 15 June 2018 of 
the Comptroller General Office of the Republic, Executive Decree 34549-H, 
“Regulation on the Selection Criteria of Persons, Goods and Customs 
Operations subject to the Control and Inspection,” was repealed. 
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Regulation
The new regulation implements and updates the criteria 
for the selection of people, goods and customs operations 
in relation to canons and license rights. Under the new 
regulation, a risk management and customs intelligence 
model is used to select the people, goods, auxiliaries of 
the customs public function (e.g., customs carriers fiscal 
warehouses), procedures and customs operations that will 
be subject to customs control and inspection. The model 
will guide the customs control actions of the National 
Customs Service.

Some of the operations subject to selection include 
goods or economic sectors with alleged inconsistencies 
in: (1) customs value, (2) the declaration of the royalty or 
license fee, or (3) tariff classification. Operations also may 
be selected when there is a relationship between the buyer 
and the seller, among other things.

The selection criteria may be modified or eliminated at the 
discretion of the Customs Administration. If the criteria is 
modified, the executive decree with the modifications must 
be published in advance of the effective date of the annual 
inspection plan for the following year.
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