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Ireland 

Relaxed entry measures for the Christmas period and reduced 
document requirements for citizenship applications 

Executive summary 

On 15 November 2021, the Irish Government announced that 
certain holders of Irish Residence Permit (IRP) cards may 
travel to Ireland during the Christmas period using only their 
expired card and a copy of a notice posted to the website of 
the Irish Government. The Government also announced that, 
starting on 1 January 2022, individuals who apply to obtain 
Irish citizenship may submit color copies of their passports in 
lieu of their original passports.  

 

Travel during Christmas 2021 

The Irish Government recently announced that holders of IRP 
cards that expired in or after March 2020 may enter into 
Ireland until 15 January 2022 without a re-entry visa, using 
only their expired IRP card and a copy of a notice posted to 
the website of the Irish Immigration Service. In addition, 
children under the age of 16 who ordinarily require a re-entry 
visa may enter into Ireland without one until 15 January 2022. 
The Irish immigration authorities have temporarily suspended 
the issuance of re-entry visas for children under the age of 
16 and are expected to resume the processing of these visas 
starting on 15 January 2022. The Irish authorities are in the 
process of communicating these changes to all airlines and 
Irish Consulates and Embassies worldwide.  

 

Individuals with expired IRP cards who seek to enter into 
Ireland after 15 January 2022 will be required to obtain an 
Irish re-entry visa prior to their travel. The Irish Government 
has stated that holders of expired IRP cards should make 
every effort to renew their IRP cards as soon as possible. 

 

Citizenship applications 

Individuals who submit applications to obtain Irish citizenship 
on or after 1 January 2022 may include a color copy of all 
pages in their passports (including front and back covers) in 
lieu of their original passports. This change is designed to 
accelerate the citizenship application process and enable 
applicants to retain their passports in the event they require 
them for travel during the processing of their applications. 

 

Key steps 

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you 
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of 
our immigration professionals. 

 

 

https://www.irishimmigration.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Travel-Confirmation-Notice-Nov-2021.pdf
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