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Hong Kong introduces new e-Visa

Executive summary

Late last month, the Hong Kong Immigration Department
(ImmD) began issuing electronic visas (e-Visas) to successful
visa applicants in lieu of physical, sticker-type visas. It also
introduced an end-to-end online filing option for three types
of applications.

Key issues

On 28 December 2021, the ImmD ceased issuing sticker-type
visas and began issuing e-Visas (e.q., electronic versions of
the Notification Slips for Entry Visa/Permit and Conditions
of Stay) to successful applicants. The new e-Visas contain
encrypted QR codes which can be scanned using the ImmD
mobile app. Successful applicants must retain their e-Visas
electronically on their mobile devices or physically as a printout
on white, size A4 paper (i.e., 210mm x 297 mm) for the
duration of their stay in Hong Kong. In order to enter Hong
Kong, e-Visa holders who are required to complete the
immigration clearance process must now present their e-Visa
and valid travel document (e.qg., passport), and an exit
endorsement from the relevant authorities (for individuals
traveling from Mainland China). Upon arrival, the e-Visa will
be activated automatically, and where applicable, travelers
will be required to apply for a Hong Kong Identity card.

Late last month, the ImmD also made it possible for individuals
to complete all application steps online (from application filing
to payment of fees to e-Visa collection) for the following types
of applications: extensions of stay, Immigration Arrangements

for Non-Local Graduates and the Admission Scheme for the
Second Generation of Chinese Hong Kong Permanent Residents.
Applicants are not required to file these applications online

(i.e., they may still file them in person at the offices of the
ImmD or by mail). The ImmD plans to introduce end-to-end
online filing options for other application types later this year.

Key steps

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our
immigration professionals.

Building a better
working world


https://www.immd.gov.hk/eng/mobile/index.html

Winnie Walker

Associate Partner - People Advisory Services, Global Immigration
Tel: +852 2629 3693

Email: winnie.walker@hk.ey.com

Kenneth Lau

Senior Manager - People Advisory Services, Global Immigration
Tel: +852 2629 3675

Email: kenneth-wc.lau®hk.ey.com

Angus Hsieh

Manager - People Advisory Services, Global Immigration
Tel: +852 2629 3483

Email: angus.hsien@hk.ey.com

lvy Yu

Manager - People Advisory Services, Global Immigration
Tel: +852 2629 3714

Email: ivy-tt.yu@hk.ey.com

Joanne Wong

Manager - People Advisory Services, Global Immigration
Tel: +852 2846 9718

Email: joanne-cy.wong®hk.ey.com

Joseph Pang

Manager - People Advisory Services, Global Immigration
Tel: +852 2515 4199

Email: joseph.yh.pang@hk.ey.com

Mobility: Immigration alert

EY | Building a better working world

EY exists to build a better working world, helping
create long-term value for clients, people and
society and build trust in the capital markets.

Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams
in over 150 countries provide trust through
assurance and help clients grow, transform and
operate.

Working across assurance, consulting, law,
strategy, tax and transactions, EY teams ask
better questions to find new answers for the
complex issues facing our world today.

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer
to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst &
Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate
legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK
company limited by guarantee, does not provide
services to clients. Information about how EY
collects and uses personal data and a description
of the rights individuals have under data protection
legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY
member firms do not practice law where prohibited
by local laws. For more information about our
organization, please visit ey.com.

Ernst & Young LLP is a client-serving member
firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited operating in
the US.

© 2022 Ernst & Young LLP.
All Rights Reserved.

EYG no. 000571-22Gbl
2101-3682263
ED None

ey.com



