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Joint and simultaneous tax audits: unexplored options for addressing double
taxation
Taxpayers and tax authorities rarely agree on much. They do, however, agree on one key point: the

number of large, complex cross-border tax disputes is increasing and will likely continue to rise, and
something needs to be done to stem their flow.

At the same time, the large business taxpayer community is on the brink of another set of fundamental
changes in how they calculate, pay and report taxes under the BEPS 2.0 Pillar One and Two. These
changes are complex, and the path to implementation has been challenging. If current trends persist, the
number of tax disputes is likely to grow.

Joint and simultaneous tax audits, while not a complete solution, may offer certain taxpayers a new avenue
for relief. In this article we explore the history, mechanics, risks and benefits of joint and simultaneous
audits, as well as important developments in both the European Union and United States.

Related articles:

P Issue 75: Growing government demands accelerate the need for tax transformation and integrated
controversy management

» Issue 74: Having a VAT control framework can help reduce tax audit disruption
Issue 73: Recent developments reinforce importance of reviewing transfer pricing approach

» Issue 72: The OECD’s International Compliance Assurance Programme: an avenue to address cross-
border tax challenges?
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This material has been prepared for general informational purposes only and is not intended to

be relied upon as accounting, tax, legal or other professional advice. Please refer to your
advisors for specific advice.
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