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Bill C-3, the “Lost Canadians” Act comes into force, removing first generation

limit to Canadian citizenship

Executive summary

On 15 December 2025, Canada amended its Citizenship Act
through Bill C-3, an Act to Amend the Citizenship Act (2025).
The changes have significant benefits for “Lost Canadians”
who had no path to a citizenship grant under previous law.

Prior to Bill C-3, Canada’s Citizenship Act limited Canadian
citizenship rights to first-generation born or adopted outside
of Canada where the Canadian parent was either born or
naturalized in Canada before their child was born or adopted.
In other words, a person born outside of Canada to a
Canadian parent had no pathway to citizenship by descent.

The Canadian citizenship landscape changed in 2023
following the Bjorkquist case. In this case, the Ontario
Superior Court of Justice found that aspects of the
Citizenship Act's first-generation limit were unconstitutional.
In response to this decision, on 5 June 2025, the
government introduced Bill C-3 to address this and offer
“Lost Canadians" a pathway to citizenship by descent.

What is new in Bill C-3?

Bill C-3 automatically extends Canadian citizenship to people
born outside of Canada to a Canadian parent in a second or
later generation before 15 December 2025.

The new law also removes the first-generation limit for
anyone born to or adopted by a Canadian parent outside of
Canada after 15 December 2025, if the person can prove
that their Canadian parent had a substantial connection to
Canada. The Canadian parent must have spent at least three

years (1095 days) of cumulative time in Canada before the
birth or adoption to meet the test. The person applying for
the citizenship grant does not need to demonstrate a
personal substantial connection or demonstrate any
previous physical presence in Canada.

What this means

As of 15 December 2025, Immigration, Refugees and

Citizenship Canada can now recognize new eligibility criteria

for proof of citizenship applications. Going forward:

= People born outside of Canada to a Canadian parent
beyond the first generation automatically became
citizens by operation of law when Bill C-3 came into
effect.

= People adopted outside of Canada on or before 15
December 2025 by a Canadian parent that was born or
adopted outside of Canada can now apply for a grant of
citizenship.

=  People adopted outside of Canada after 15 December
2025 by a Canadian parent that was born or adopted
outside of Canada can apply for a grant citizenship. They
must provide evidence that their parent had a
substantial connection to Canada before they were born
or adopted.

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you

have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our
immigration professionals.

EY Law

Law firm member of the
EY global network



Batia Stein, Managing Partner
+1416 943 3593
batia.j.stein@ca.ey.com

Neil Spencer, Partner
+1 604 891 8402
neil.h.spencer@ca.ey.com

Roxanne Israel, Partner
+1 403 206 5086
roxanne.n.israel@ca.ey.com

Gabriela Ramo, Partner
+1 416 943 3803
gabriela.ramo@ca.ey.com

Author:

Craig Natsuhara, Partner
+1 604 891 8401
craig.natsuhara@ca.ey.com

Stephanie Lipstein, Partner
+1514 879 2725
stephanie.lipstein@ca.ey.com

Nadia Allibhai, Partner
+1 613 598 4866
nadia.allibhai@ca.ey.com

Chantelle McDonald, Associate Lawyer

+1416 941 1924

chantelle.mcdonald@ca.ey.com

Global Immigration alert

EY | Building a better working world

EY is building a better working world by creating
new value for clients, people, society and the
planet, while building trust in capital markets.

Enabled by data, Al and advanced technology, EY
teams help clients shape the future with
confidence and develop answers for the most
pressing issued of today and tomorrow.

EY teams work across a full spectrum of services
in assurance, consulting, tax, strategy and
transactions, Fueled by sector insights,

a globally connected, multi-disciplinary network
and diverse ecosystem partners, EY teams can
provide services in more than 150 countries

and territories.

All in to shape the future with confidence.
Follow up on Twitter @EYCanada

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer
to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst &
Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate
legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK
company limited by guarantee, does not provide
services to clients. Information about how EY
collects and uses personal data and a description
of the rights individuals have under data protection
legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY
member firms do not practice law where prohibited
by local laws. For more information about our
organization, please visit ey.com.

About EY Law LLP

EY Law LLP is a Canadian law firm, affiliated with
Ernst & Young LLP in Canada. Both EY Law LLP
and Ernst & Young LLP are Ontario limited liability
partnerships. EY Law LLP has no association or
relationship with Ernst & Young LLP in the US, or
any of its members. Ernst & Young LLP in the US
does not practice law, nor does it provide
immigration or legal services. For more information,
please visit EYLaw.ca.

© 2025 Ernst & Young LLP.
All Rights Reserved.
A member firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited.

EYG no. 010328-25Gbl

This publication contains information in summary
form, current as of the date of publication, and is
intended for general guidance only. It should not
be regarded as comprehensive or a substitute for
professional advice. Before taking any particular
course of action, contact EY or another professional
advisor to discuss these matters in the context of
your particular circumstances. We accept no
responsibility for any loss or damage occasioned
by your reliance on information contained in this
publication.

ey.com/en_ca



