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Executive summary 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) Federal Authority for Identity, 
Citizenship, Customs and Ports Security (ICP) announced 
temporary immigration relief measures in response to flight 
cancellations and airspace disruptions. The measures waive 
overstay fines for individuals unable to leave the UAE as planned 
and allow residents stranded abroad, whose residence permits 
expired during their absence, to return without obtaining a 
new entry permit. Both measures are effective retroactively 
from 28 February 2026. 

 

Key developments 

The ICP has confirmed that overstay fines will not be imposed 
on individuals who were unable to depart from the UAE due 
to flight cancellations, suspensions or rescheduling. This 
measure applies to fines incurred on or after 28 February 2026 
and covers: 

▪ Visitors holding tourist or visit visas 

▪ Individuals holding exit permits 

▪ Residents who canceled their residence permits in preparation 
for departure but were unable to travel due to flight disruptions 

 

The ICP has also confirmed that UAE residents who are currently 
outside the country and whose residence permits expired while 
abroad due to airspace closures or flight suspensions may return 
to the UAE without applying for a new entry permit. This 
facilitation is effective from 28 February 2026 until 31 
March 2026. 

 

United Arab Emirates 

Temporary immigration relief measures following flight disruptions 
 

Impact on employers 

The announced measures may benefit impacted individuals, 
including short-term travelers and employees who hold UAE 
residence permits but were affected by flight or airspace 
disruptions. Once the impacted employees return to the UAE, 
employers should ensure that they hold valid immigration and 
employment documentation so they can lawfully reside and 
continue their work activities in the country. Employers remain 
responsible for supporting the regularization of impacted 
employees’ immigration status in accordance with applicable 
UAE immigration and employment regulations. 

 

Key steps 

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you 
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our 
immigration professionals. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ficp.gov.ae%2Fen%2Fmedia-center%2Fidentity-and-citizenship-waives-overstay-fines-for-those-affected-by-airspace-closure%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJulieta.Morales%40gds.ey.com%7C29bf834476934949538d08de8425298e%7C5b973f9977df4bebb27daa0c70b8482c%7C0%7C0%7C639093492397534722%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3%2FKzmu40bu%2BbmCmNG1HJAc8XULqiR9uiEy2x0Na3ENk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wam.ae%2Fen%2Farticle%2Fbz60h9q-identity-citizenship-allows-residents-whose&data=05%7C02%7CJulieta.Morales%40gds.ey.com%7C29bf834476934949538d08de8425298e%7C5b973f9977df4bebb27daa0c70b8482c%7C0%7C0%7C639093492397553260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JJHCSRXBtm%2BlzdPhP0B0jjbR7CbDLpYqJxM7mH61SF0%3D&reserved=0
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