
 

  

 

Global Immigration 
alert 

July 2026 

Kuwait 

 

Executive summary 

On 14 June 2026, the Council of Ministers of Kuwait issued 
Resolution No. 651 of 2026 introducing a new residency 
framework, allowing eligible foreign investors and senior 
executives in Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority 
(KDIPA)-licensed companies to obtain residency permits valid 
for up to 15 years. 

 

The initiative aims to strengthen Kuwait’s position as an attractive 
destination for foreign direct investment by providing greater 
long-term residency stability for investors. The resolution 
was issued under Kuwait’s Residency of Foreigners framework 
in coordination with the Ministry of Interior. 

 

Key developments 

Residency permits of up to 15 years are available to eligible 
investors under KDIPA-licensed entities, with defined criteria 
for issuance and renewal. Eligible beneficiaries include owners of 
licensed investment entities, business partners, KDIPA-approved 
senior executives and eligible immediate family members.  

 

Key eligibility requirements include:  

▪ A minimum investment of KWD5 million 
▪ A minimum capital of KWD1 million for approved investment 

activities 
▪ Active business operations in Kuwait 
▪ Compliance with Kuwaiti national employment 

requirements and workforce thresholds  

Kuwait announces long-term residency of up to 15 years for investors and 
senior executives in KDIPA-licensed companies 
 

Impact on employers 

KDIPA-licensed entities may benefit from greater residency 
stability for investors, senior executives and eligible family 
members, supporting talent retention, workforce continuity 
and reduced renewal requirements.  

 

Key steps 

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you 
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our 
immigration professionals. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkdipa.gov.kw%2Fkuwait-strengthens-long-term-residency%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGayatri.Iyer%40gds.ey.com%7C3bcc49bd890648a03ccb08deda7f8028%7C5b973f9977df4bebb27daa0c70b8482c%7C0%7C0%7C639188438487672999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A8MwPsiC10wMo%2FxeEc1wUoA%2FcjvwdsPoFXKngiwzH6w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkdipa.gov.kw%2Fkuwait-strengthens-long-term-residency%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGayatri.Iyer%40gds.ey.com%7C3bcc49bd890648a03ccb08deda7f8028%7C5b973f9977df4bebb27daa0c70b8482c%7C0%7C0%7C639188438487672999%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A8MwPsiC10wMo%2FxeEc1wUoA%2FcjvwdsPoFXKngiwzH6w%3D&reserved=0
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EY  |  Building a better working world 

EY is building a better working world by 

creating new value for clients, people, 

society and the planet, while building 

trust in capital markets. 

Enabled by data, AI and advanced 

technology, EY teams help clients shape 

the future with confidence and develop 

answers for the most pressing issues of 

today and tomorrow.  

EY teams work across a full spectrum of 

services in assurance, consulting, tax, 

strategy and transactions. Fueled by 

sector insights, a globally connected, 

multi-disciplinary network and diverse 

ecosystem partners, EY teams can 

provide services in more than 150 

countries and territories. 

All in to shape the future with confidence.  

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer 

to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst & 

Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate 

legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK 

company limited by guarantee, does not provide 

services to clients. Information about how EY 

collects and uses personal data and a description 

of the rights individuals have under data protection 

legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY 

member firms do not practice law where prohibited 

by local laws. For more information about our 

organization, please visit ey.com. 
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This material has been prepared for general 

informational purposes only and is not intended to 

be relied upon as accounting, tax, legal or other 

professional advice. Please refer to your advisors 

for specific advice.  
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