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Philippines implements
the Apostille
Convention to eliminate
authentication of
foreign documents

The Philippines has acceded to the Apostille Convention pursuant to The Hague
Convention dated 5 October 1961 to abolish the foreign document legalization
requirements; accordingly, the Philippines will no longer require authentication
of documents by the Philippine Embassy or Consulates General before these
can be valid in the Philippines. The convention has 117 parties.

This Alert summarizes the key provisions of this development.

United States (US) documents

Public documents issued by the US Government are no longer required to
undergo an authentication process by the Philippine Embassy or Philippine
Consulate General to be valid and accepted in the Philippines.

Authenticated documents (apostilled documents) by the Secretary of States
(for the US) no longer need to be authenticated by the Philippine Embassy or
Consulate General and can be directly used for transactions in the Philippines,
including presentation or submission to various Philippine government
agencies.

The Apostille Convention is retroactively effective for all documents issued on
or after 14 May 2019.
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This material has been prepared for general informational
purposes only and is not intended to be relied upon as
accounting, tax, or other professional advice. Please refer
to your advisors for specific advice.
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